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1 speaks
at tax-rate
hearing

No place
to park?
‘There is’

No parking

By Isis Lopez
Staff Writer
Retired school counselor
Dagoberto Barrera doesn't want
to get "socked" by Texas
Southmost College District's proposed tax rate.
Barrera was the only speaker
during the public hearing the district conducted Aug. 28. No one
attended the second hearing held
Thursday. The proposed tax rate
is lower than the current figure,
but higher than the effective tax
rate, which required hearings.
"I am not sure if you people
will sock it to us again by raising
our taxes," Barrera told the TSC
board of trustees.
Barrera said he went to the
Cameron County Appraisal
District office in San Benito to
complain about the tax increase
and that there are "too many tax
entities taxing our population at
every turn."
He said trustees probably
already made a decision and
"thus, my views tonight are probably worthless and useless to
mention here tonight."
At its Aug. 17 meeting, the
board voted to place adoption of
the new tax rate on the agenda of
its Sept. 14 meeting.
The TSC District is proposing
a rate of 16.1 cents per $100 valuation to generate $13,067,796
in revenue, which will be used to
fund its scholarship program,
repairs and renovations, property
acquisition
and
operating
expenses.
The proposed rate is higher
than effective tax rate (14.6
cents) and the rollback rate (15.7

See ‘Rate,’ Page 3

By Michael Gonzalez
Staff Writer

AIDE ESCALANTE/COLLEGIAN

Campus Police Guard Manuel Conde
issues a citation for improper parking
Wednesday after a vehicle was parked

on the Paseo between the Student
Union and the Life and Health
Sciences Building.

As you drive around the
UTB/TSC campus looking for a
place to park, it might seem as if
there are not enough spaces.
University officials say, however, there is enough parking
available for the next three to
four years.
"I have a [parking] permit and
I don't know why I don't get a
space in the parking lot," said
freshman education major Sarah
Garnica, one of the nearly
12,000 students attending class-

See ‘Parking,’ Page 10

Green light for MySpace?
By Isis Lopez
Staff Writer
You might be able to access
MySpace.com soon.
On Friday, the university
expanded its Internet bandwidth
to 35 megabytes per second and
is considering allowing students
to access to the popular networking site between 6 p.m. and 6
a.m., Dean of Instructional
Support Doug Ferrier said.
Ferrier said Thursday the
bandwidth was increased not
only because of the MySpace
issue but also to "meet the
increased demand" of the use of
the Internet by the growing
UTB/TSC population.
The university previously paid
$82,541.85 to use a bandwidth of

25 Mbps for the 2006 fiscal year,
said Fitratullah Khan, director of
I n f r a s t r u c t u r e ,
Telecommunications
and
Networks.
With the additional megabytes,
the university will now pay
$125,000, Ferrier said. He said
the $10 computer fee students
pay per semester helps pay for
Internet service.
After MySpace.com was not
accessible last week, students
began using proxy Web sites to
access MySpace.com.
Laura Garcia, a freshman education major, said she was at the
library last week and next to her
was
a
student
viewing

MySpace.com.
Garcia asked the student how
he had accessed the page.
"I asked him how he got into it
and he said 'just search a proxy,'"
she said.
The student told Garcia she
could Google the word "proxy"
and she could find Web pages
that will let her browse
MySpace.
The Collegian found 34 proxy
Web sites.
Asked if the Office of
Information Resources would
block the proxy Web sites, Khan
replied, "We do not block anything on our own. We go through
our Information Security Officer,
Mr. Ubaldo Martinez. If he asks
us to block any particular site, we
block it. We have not received

any directive regarding the Web
pages that you are referring to.
Please note that no one is targeting MySpace in particular. If it is
accessible via another Web site
without causing problems, we
have no directive to block such
activity."
Isabel Velasco, a freshman
international business major, said
she learned about the proxy Web
sites through a chain e-mail.
Khan said the Internet-controlling program the university has
only detects if there is a problem
and keeps "no statistics that will
tell us how much bandwidth is
being used by the visits to the
Web sites."
Homero Torres, a senior infor-

See ‘MySpace,’ Page 10
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New chess coach named
By Marie Melendez
Staff Writer
International Grand Master
Gilberto Hernandez has been
hired to coach the UTB/TSC
Chess Team.
Hernandez, of Argentina, is
among fewer than 1,000 people in
the world who are international
grand masters.
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Gilberto
Hernandez

"One of the
reasons
he
was hired was
because he
has a lot of
experience
working with
very
highrated players," Chess
P r o g r a m

Briefs
Meetings
The Disability Awareness
Club meets at 3 p.m. each
Wednesday in the Student
Union's Salon Bougainvillea.
For more information, call club
president Travis Briones at 5457306 or send him an e-mail at
Travis.Briones1@utb.edu.
The Gorgas Science Society
meets at 1 p.m. each Friday in
Life Health Sciences room
1.314. Fore more information,
call society president Joe Lee
Rubio at 346-9177 or send him
an e-mail at joeleerubio@hotmail.com
or
at
Gorgassociety@yahoo.com.

Workshop
A Calculator Workshop for
College Algebra will take place
from 1 to 3 p.m. Friday in the
Life and Health Sciences room
1.320. Participants are asked to
bring their calculators.

On the air
Annie Jacobsen, a journalist
and
writer
for
WomensWallStreet.com
and
author of "Terror in the Skies:
Why 9/11 Could Happen
Again" (Spence Publishing,
2005), will discuss the book on
"Society Under Fire," which
airs at 7:30 p.m. Thursday and
3:30 p.m. Sunday on KMBHFM (88.9). David Pearson, pro-

fessor of sociology in the
Behavioral
Sciences
Department, hosts the program.

Campus jobs
The
Upward
Bound
Program is looking for tutors
to help high school students in
math, English, history, science
and Spanish. Applicants must
have a minimum of 60 credit
hours, a 3.0 GPA or higher and
knowledge of the assigned subject. For more information, call
882-3846 or stop by the Upward
Bound Program office in Tandy
Hall 210.
The Recreational Sports
Department is looking for
active and motivated individuals
interested in officiating games.
Workshops and training will be
available upon hiring. For more
information, call 982-0172 or
send an e-mail to albert.martinez@utb.edu or roel.gutierrez1@utb.edu.

Director Russell Harwood said.
"He's worked with a couple of the
top players in the world."
A university search committee
was impressed by Hernandez's
ability to work with students both
young and old, Harwood said.
"He has a lot of experience
working with kids," he said.
Hernandez, who was born in
Ebano, San Luis Potosí, Mexico,
has been that country's top chess
player for the last 12 years.
He will be "working with the
most gifted [Rio Grande Valley
and Matamoros] students for
free," Harwood said.
Hernandez began work on
Friday and will earn $55,000 a
year, said Vince Solis, assistant
vice president for student devel-

Student Publications
Coordinator

Azenett Cornejo
Address:
The Collegian
Student Union Room 1.28
80 Fort Brown
Brownsville, TX 78520
Phone: (956) 882-5143
Fax: (956) 882-5176
E-mail: collegian@utb.edu

See ‘Chess,’ Page 10

Retiring cook sets
sights on school

MCAT prep course
The office of Premedical
Education Programs is accepting applications for an online
MCAT Prep course. If you are a
junior and have an interest in
pursuing a medical degree, call
Shanta Goswami at 882-5059.
The prep course begins Oct. 1.
--Compiled by Graciela
Salazar

LUIS F. PEÑA/COLLEGIAN

Doramí Lugo
By Luis F. Peña
Staff Writer
Doramí Lugo, the Raul J.
Guerra
Childcare
and
Development Center's cook for
20 years until her retirement last

Work-Study Position
Student Publications is seeking applicants
for a work-study position.
Applicants must be
available to work
between 8 a.m. and
1 p.m. each Monday.
For more information,
call 882-5143.

week, now plans to become a
student at UTB/TSC.
Lugo, 60, was recognized with
a service pin during the
President's
Meeting
for

See ‘Cook,’ Page 3

A-M
MEX

Secretary II

Ana Sanchez

opment.
Of the seven applicants for the
job, Harwood said Hernandez
"was the most qualified applicant.
… And, he's a really nice guy."
In other chess news, Nelly
Estrada placed second in a threeway tie for the Central American
and Caribbean Under 20 Female
Championship in Guatemala. The
contest was held Aug. 19-27.
"I felt really good during the
tournament," Estrada said. "I had
a really bad start, but I still knew
that I had really good chances of
winning the tournament."
This is the second year in a row
Estrada has won second place in
the tournament.

Money Services
Turn your Financial Aid Check into instant cash!
•Insurance
•Income Tax
•Loans
•Rebates
•Postal

•Financial Aid
•Payroll
•Money Orders
•Unemployment
•Social Security

Cash your check for only 1% !
Open Every Day!
1345 E. Washington Street
(956) 544-6771

Mon-Sat
9 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Sunday
11 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Brownsville, TX 78520
E-mail:A-MEX@SBCGLOBAL.NET
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Student arraigned on misdemeanor charges Seminars
By José Borjón
Collegian Editor
Jason Cruz Mier, 20, of the
200 block of East Stassney Lane
in Austin, was arraigned Aug. 26
on
separate
misdemeanor
charges of disorderly conduct

Cooks
Continued from page 2
Classified Staff on Aug. 18.
"When I started, it was just the
kitchen, but later on I became in
charge of inventory, ordering the
groceries, helping the teachers
with cooking activities or suggesting what the children might
eat," she said.
Lugo said the best part of her
job was interacting with the center's students.
"Each child is different," she
said. "Some give you smiles, others kisses, especially if they're
small. … [I enjoyed] picking up
the trays and seeing that they ate
their food."
Before her job at the childcare
center, Lugo worked at a factory.
"I quit [the factory] and stayed
home making wedding and

and criminal trespass.
Mier, a UTB/TSC student, was
arraigned by Cameron County
Magistrate Judge Patricia A.
Hernandez, who set a $350 bond
on each charge.
According to a Campus Police
offense report, a man went into a

women's restroom in the
Education
and
Business
Complex and attempted to photograph a woman in a stall with a
digital camera.
Mier was released from the
Carrizales-Rucker
Detention
Center on Aug. 26 after posting

bond.
Sgt. David Marquez said the
case would be submitted to the
Cameron County district attorney for review.
Disorderly conduct and criminal trespass are class C misdemeanors.

quinceañera dresses," she said,
adding that she studied dressmaking. "We had just bought an
unfinished house when I took
[the job at Texas Southmost
College] to have a surer thing."
Lugo, whose last workday was
Thursday, witnessed many
changes at the university.
"When I started it was only
Texas Southmost College and I
am glad to see that everything
has been growing," she said.
"When the university came in, I
loved it."
Marisela Nava, manager of the
childcare center, said she will
miss more than Lugo's cooking.
'Doramí's expertise in the
kitchen has made the Raul J.
Guerra Early Childhood Center a
home and each meal a blessing,"
Nava said. "[We will miss] her
dedication and commitment

toward the children and [their]
families, as well as university
students. I will most definitely
miss the children chanting out
her name during each meal,
'Doramí,' 'Doramí.'"
Nava met Lugo in 1985, when
she was an intern in the childcare
and development program.
Lugo said she is happy about
the accreditation the childcare
center received last spring from
the National Association for
Education of Young Children,
the nation's leading organization
of early childhood professionals.
"My oldest daughter studied
childcare and did her lab here
and another [daughter] was a
work-study here," said Lugo,
whose husband died five years
ago.
Two of Lugo's four daughters,
Liliana Lugo and Edna Diaz,

work with the Early Childhood
Professional Development Grant
program at the International
Technology, Education and
Commerce Campus.
Her daughter Monica Vega is a
fourth-grade
teacher
at
Castañeda Elementary School
and her youngest, Irasema Lugo,
is a business owner who plans to
return to college.
Lugo said she did not continue
her education because her daughters were in college and preferred
to help by taking care of their
kids.
She plans to go back to college
and get a certificate.
"I do plan to use my Saturdays
to get a certificate," she said. "I'm
not sure in what. I want to do this
for myself, to know that I have
something else."

Attention: Students
THE

SCHOOL OF EDUCATION

Advertise in The Collegian.
Call 882-5143 for details.

ANNOUNCES NEW OFFICE HOURS
Our Field Experiences and Alternative
Certification Office will have extended office
hours effective August 22--until further notice.
Our Lobby Area will now be open
Monday-Wednesday from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m.
For more information, call our office at (956) 882-7466.

Brownsville Coffee Shop #2, Inc.
BREAKFAST · LUNCH · DINNER

OPEN 24 HOURS

542-9650
3230 International Blvd., Brownsville, Texas 78521

Rate
Continued from page 1
cents). An effective tax rate would generate the same amount of revenue as last
year and the rollback would generate
7.999 percent more revenue than last year,
officials said.
During the Aug. 17 board meeting,

to highlight
faculty
research
By Hugo Rodriguez
Staff Writer

The problem:
Most
students do
not know that
UTB/TSC
faculty conduct research
on a variety
Susan Ritter of subjects.
The solution: A monthly seminar series
that showcases this research.
"Faculty will share with the
campus and the general community the current research they're
involved in and have presented at
professional conferences," said
Ethel Cantu, interim dean of the
College of Liberal Arts.
Kicking off the seminar series
will be Susan Ritter, chair of the
Criminal Justice Department,
who will present her paper on the
Mara Salvatrucha, a violent
Salvadoran gang with members
in the United States.
Ritter said her work details the
concern that law enforcement
has about this gang and the threat
they pose.
The seminar will be conducted
at 1 p.m. Friday in Cardenas Hall
South 122/124. Admission is
free.

Trustee Eduardo A. Campirano said property owners' tax bills might increase.
"While this [information] may show
might show that you have a house in 2005
that is going to see no change in [its] tax
rate, it may very well go up because [the]
appraised value of that property went up,"
Campirano said.

BOB RICHARDSON & ASSOCIATES, INC.
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Student

Soapbox

The Collegian

Stingers

How has not having access to
Web sites such as MySpace.com,
Photobucket.com, ImageShack.us
and Youtube.com affected you?
"It doesn't
really affect me
too
much
because I don't
really get [on it]
all day, but it
does affect people because they pay for it. …
Some people don't have Internet
at home and that's their only way
to contact certain people. … I
think they should bring it back."
Crissy Campos
Senior communication major
"It
hasn't
affected
me
d i r e c t l y
because I have
Internet
at
home but we
pay for the
service. … We are not in high
school. I think it has affected a lot
of students."
Liliana Galindo
Senior communication major
"It's a little
hard because
we are here at
school all day
… and between
classes
we
would like to
take a break and just get online.
Most of the sites that are blocked
don't have any bad content.
There's nothing wrong with them.
You've got to leave campus just to
be able to check your mail, messages and anything like that."
Saúl Fernández
Freshman education major
"Aquí en el
colegio … la
verdad no uso
las computadoras para entrar
a esas páginas,
las uso para
investigación solamente."
Diego Chong
Estudiante de primer año en
kinesiología
--Compiled by Graciela Salazar

Letters to the Editor Policy
Letters must include the name,
classification and phone number of
letter writer or the letter cannot be
published. Opinions expressed in
The Collegian are those of the
writers and do not necessarily
reflect the views of The Collegian
or UTB/TSC administrators. The
editor reserves the right to edit letters. Letters for The Collegian can
be sent to collegian@utb.edu.

Fight for your right to get ahead!
By Robert Rodriguez
Columnist
College can seem like a daunting challenge to some. To others,
it might just be something to do
before having to get a "real" job.
Whether you like college or not,
you are here and should take
advantage of everything the university offers and do the best you
possibly can. I write this out of
empathy for my fellow students.
The start of the semester was
busy and chaotic. There were
last-minute adds and drops, long
hours spent at the Financial
Assistance Office and Murphy's
Law at work.
Most things in college will not
come easy and that's OK. If
counselors, professors and anyone in between don't roll out the
red carpet and give you star treatment don't fret. Your job as a student is to be assertive about your
education.
The first thing every college
student should have is a goal.
Where do you want to be a year
from now, or five years from
now? Are you striving to get into

a particular
program at
this university or at another institution?
Don't wander
aimlessly
through classes.
Know
where you're
Robert
headed and
Rodriguez define your
future. You
can only do this if you have a
goal.
Having goals will help determine your grade outcome. If
you're aiming to get into a competitive program or graduate
with honors, you have to strive
for A's.
Next, you have to believe in
yourself to accomplish your
goals. In a recent appointment
with an academic adviser, I was
told that I would probably be
"setting myself up for failure" by
taking a certain class. I knew I
would be successful in that
course and that this counselor
didn't have any knowledge about
me to base her judgment.

In a similar way, fellow classmates may look at you with condescending eyes when you ask
what they consider to be a
"dumb" question, or a professor
might scoff at you when you ask
him to explain something for the
fifth time. Don't be discouraged
or feel like you don't belong in
that course because you don't
grasp something right away. You
do belong there and you're there
to learn.
No one is 100 percent perfect
in every class. Never be intimidated to ask a question or to seek
the help you need. The lines at
the Learning Assistance Center
might be long, but approach the
tutors anyway. If they can't help
you at that time, find a time
where there is less traffic at the
LAC or ask about a private tutoring session or a supplemental
instructor who might help you.
There are going to be many
hurdles and barriers and people
that might deter you from your
goals, from the right classes,
from the right services, but
where there is a will there is a
way. As a college student you

have to have that will to succeed,
to graduate and get that job
you've always wanted.
You shouldn't walk away from
the Learning Assistance Center
because there are too many people. Be determined. There are
many resources on campus, but
you have to be persistent in looking and asking for them.
Lastly, be willing to make the
sacrifices needed to be successful. Be prepared to study long
hours and occasionally pass on
outings with friends. I was once
told, and I firmly believe, that
anything that doesn't cost you
something isn't worth anything.
In high school you daydream
about your future; now you're
shaping it.
Don't just let college happen to
you and don't follow the crowd.
Take control of your future
because you don't want to look
back 20 years from now and realize that you had every resource at
your disposal, and the potential
to have done anything you wanted, but didn't because you didn't
care enough or you let a few hurdles get in your way.

Visit The Collegian Online at blue.utb.edu/collegian
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President: Casual recruiting is over
By Marie Melendez
Staff Writer
The university is changing
course on recruitment.
"The days of casual recruitment are soon over," President
Juliet V. García told faculty and
directors
during
Fall
Convocation on Aug. 18. "The
days when just an ad in the newspaper would be sufficient, or a
spot on the radio, or a billboard
to attract students are over."
To attract students UTB/TSC
has awarded the University
Scorpion Scholarship to 102 high
school seniors.
"We have begun this last year
to scholarship top 10 percent students," she said.
These incoming freshmen will
receive a total of $30,000 over
four years.
García said getting students
onto the campus is only half the
battle.
She said the university has
hired 42 new faculty members,
which comprise 11 percent of the
total 370 full-time faculty mem-

bers on campus.
"We have to work very hard,
not only to retain our students,
but to retain our faculty as well,"
García said.
UTB/TSC is developing a
math and science academy where
high school "juniors and seniors
[can] begin to take their courses
as university students … on campus," she said.
The president gave credit to
Dean Carl Stockton for having
"increased the number of graduates coming out of the School of
Education by 104 percent … and
the pass rate in examinations for
certification, [which is at] 97 percent."
Stockton, in turn, thanked faculty.
"Those numbers that Dr.
García shared are not just
because of me, it's all the faculty
on this campus that worked with
all our students in science, math,
health, English and early childhood," Stockton said. "It really is
a team effort."
García noted that the university also is "trying to grow" its

MARIA DURÓN/COLLEGIAN

UTB/TSC President Juliet V. García outlines the university's short- and long-term goals during the fall convocation for faculty and directors Aug. 18 in the SET-B
Lecture Hall.
graduate programs.
"To recruit only to the baccalaureate level is only the beginning," she said.
UTB/TSC also is recruiting
students for its bachelor's degree
in applied technology.
Students who already have an

APPLY NOW
for
SGA Freshman
Senator Positions
Step Up to a Leadership Position
and be the Voice of Freshman Students
Applicants must:
•Be a currently enrolled freshman
•Be enrolled for at least 6 credit hours
•Have a 2.0 cumulative GPA or higher
Applications available in
North Hall 119 - LAMP Office
Student Union 2.28 - Student Life Office

Application Deadline
is 5 p.m. September 8.

associate in applied science
degree can add general education
courses to receive the BAT
degree.
García quoted part of a letter
from the Texas Higher Education
Coordinating Board about the
program: "Even though it was

the first BAT program in Texas,
the 104 graduates since its inception in Fall '02 is a strong indication of meeting a definitive need
in higher education. The placement of the BAT graduates is
nearly 100 percent and clearly
the BAT program at the
University
of
Texas
at
Brownsville is a 'runaway success.'"
This year, UTB/TSC will also
break ground for many of the
capital improvement projects
financed by the $68 million bond
issue approved by Texas
Southmost College District voters in 2004. Those projects are a
childcare center, recital hall, a
new library, a large classroom
building, a small classroom
building and the transformation
of the International Technology,
Education
and
Commerce
Campus.
"And just hold on, because
over the next four to five years,
you're going to see another transformation occur!" García said,
referring to the new buildings on
campus.
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Students calculate their fitness
By Arath Lopez
Spanish Editor
How healthy are you? Scores
of students found out Tuesday at
the Student Union.
The Wellness Screening and
Fitness event offered free height
and weight measurements, blood
pressure and glucose checks and
a body fat analysis.
The event helped create awareness of services at the campus
clinic in Cortez Hall and was
sponsored by Student Health
Services,
the
Kinesiology
Department and Los Ebanos
Pharmacy.
"We are promoting our services so students can know [what]

we offer," said Cynthia
Wittenburg, a health education
coordinator with Student Health
Services.
"It is really good because
many students usually will not
step foot into the clinic unless
they are sick, but here … we are
not only doing the tests, we are
offering education."
Students said they found the
event helpful and informative.
"It was very beneficial because
many people are not aware that
their body isn't in such good
health," said Velma Treviño, a
junior biology major. "I learned
that everyone needs a little bit of
help."
Other services available

included HIV testing by the
Valley AIDS Council and counseling by Friendship of Women,
an organization that provides
support on family violence and
sexual assault issues.
On the Student Union lawn,
the Kinesiology Department conducted yoga, body sculpting and
cardio-kickboxing
sessions
while the Scorpion Body Shop
provided fitness equipment for
students to use.
"I think it's a great opportunity
for those of us that need health
awareness and wellness help,"
said Juanita Urbano, a senior
business major.

Mauricio Ochoa, a sophomore manufacturing
engineering major, measures his body mass index
Tuesday as Welcome
Week volunteer Jessica
Chavez looks on.

AIDE ESCALANTE/COLLEGIAN

Senior biology major Selene Becerra exercises outside
the Student Union during the Wellness Screening and
Fitness event on Tuesday.

AIDE ESCALANTE/COLLEGIAN
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Baseball Coach Joel Barta (right) and Counselor Robert Phaneuf make their way across
the Fort Brown resaca on Aug. 25. Barta and Phaneuf were the first team to complete a
loop, which was part of the Triathlon, a Welcome Week event.

Javier Garcia (right), director of the South Texas
Engineering Math and Science program, dashes to the
finish line ahead of sophomore David Garcia.

The Collegian
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Session blends healthy food with flavor, fun
By Hugo Rodriguez
Staff Writer
Students might be eating
healthier now after getting a lesson on nutrition for life.
About 200 students gathered at
the Student Union's Gran Salon
on Aug. 28 to learn about eating
healthy and sample low-fat
treats.
The first 100 received a complimentary lunchbox filled with
healthy goodies such as yogurt,
baby carrots and granola bars.
After getting a lunchbox, students ate fruit kebabs, strawberry
shortcake, smoothies and flan
prepared by students and staff.
H-E-B Food Stores provided a
produce stand where students
could pick from bananas and
pineapples to onions, cauliflower
and bell peppers to take home.
At some tables, students
learned about the detrimental
effects of fast food and the
advantages of a healthy diet.

Sandra Betancourt, a registered dietitian with Valley
Baptist Medical Center, demonstrated how much sugar and fat
are contained in certain foods,
such as chocolate chip cookies,
soft drinks and hamburgers.
Students were drawn to the
event by the food and what they
could learn.
"I heard there was free food,"
said Edgar Sanchez, a freshman
education major. "Nothing
attracts people like free food."
Junior Caroline Gea said, "A
friend called me and told me
about it. I'm studying nutrition."
International Student Services
sponsored the Welcome Week
event.
"Everything's healthy, all the
snacks that we gave, like the
yogurts, the cheese, were organic, so people can see that it is
good, and it can be fun and filling," said Irma Pacheco, a student development specialist for
International Student Services.
LUIS F. PEÑA/COLLEGIAN

Students pick produce provided by H-E-B Food Stores during the Nutrition for Life
event Aug. 28.
Junior art major David
Arroyo plants an Italian
oregano herb with the
help of Cameron County
master gardener Mary
Gutierrez on Thursday on
the Student Union lawn.
Gardening is considered a
stress reliever.

LUIS F. PEÑA/COLLEGIAN

Sandra Betancourt, a registered dietitian with Valley
Baptist Medical Center, shows the amount of sugar in a
cookie to junior biology major David Ptacnik.

MARIA DURÓN/COLLEGIAN

Freshman marketing
major Alvaro Silva signs
up to become a member
of the Campus Activities
Board during Join-AClub Day.
ISIS LOPEZ/COLLEGIAN

Claudia Morales (left) and Giovanna Hernandez massage junior nursing major Ruth Arjona and junior respiratory therapy major Vanessa Vera during the "Restoring
Balance" event Thursday in the Student Union's Gran
Salon. Morales and Hernandez are massage therapists at
the Senerity Spring Day Spa & Hair Design.

AIDE ESCALANTE/COLLEGIAN
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Residente se opone a la tasa de impuestos
Por Isis Lopez
Reportera
Dagoberto Barrera, un consejero retirado del Distrito
Escolar
Independiente
de
Brownsville (BISD) no quiere
ser "obligado" por la tasa de
impuestos propuesta por el
Distrito de Texas Southmost
College.
Barrera fue el único que
habló durante la audiencia
pública del distrito que se llevó
a cabo el 28 de agosto. No
hubieron asistentes en la audiencia del jueves.
La tasa de impuestos propuesta es menor a la actual, pero
mayor que la tasa de impuestos
efectiva, la cual requiere audiencias.
"No estoy seguro si ustedes
van a obligar otro aumento de
impuestos," Barrera le dijo al
consejo administrativo de TSC.
Barrera dijo que fue a la ofic-

AIDE ESCALANTE/COLLEGIAN

ina del Distrito de Valuación del
Condado de Cameron en San
Benito para quejarse acerca del
aumento en la tasa de impuestos
y que hay "demasiadas entidades cobrando impuestos a la
población en cada aspecto".
Dijo que los miembros del
consejo administrativo probablemente ya tomaron una
decisión y "entonces mis puntos
de vista esta noche no valen ni
sirve de nada mencionarlos
aquí".
En la reunión del 17 de agosto, el consejo administrativo
votó para considerar el aumento
en la tasa de impuestos en la
agenda de la reunión del 14 de
septiembre.
El distrito de TSC propone
una tasa de 16.1 centavos por
cada $100 de valuación para
generar $13,067,796 de ingreso,
el cual será usado para financiar
el programa de becas, reparaciones y renovaciones, adquisi-

ción de propiedades y gastos de
operación.
La tasa de impuestos propuesta es mayor que la tasa efectiva
(14.6 centavos) y que la tasa de
reducción (15.7 centavos). La
tasa de impuestos efectiva
generará la misma cantidad de
ingresos que el año pasado y la
de reducción generará 7.9999
por ciento más ingresos que el
año pasado.
Durante la junta del consejo
administrativo del 17 de agosto,
el miembro del consejo
Eduardo A. Campirano dijo que
la cantidad de impuestos a
pagar por los dueños de
propiedades podrían aumentar.
"Mientras que esta [información] podría mostrar que si se
tiene una casa en el 2005 la tasa
de impuestos no va a aumentar,
muy bien podría aumentar
porque [el] valor de la
propiedad aumentó", dijo
Campirano.

Autobús para atletas

Dagoberto Barrera expresa su oposición al propuesto aumento en la tasa de impuestos del Distrito de Texas Southmost
College durante la audiencia del 28 de agosto.

Estudiante de Hoy
Por Graciela Salazar
Reportera
Nombre: Pedro Sors
Edad: 19 años
Ciudad natal: Tampico,
Tamaulipas, México
Promedio: 4.0
Especialidad: Ingeniería
industrial
Clasificación: Estudiante de
primer año

LUIS F. PEÑA/COLLEGIAN

Reconocimientos: "Tercer
lugar en el torneo interno de
tenis".
Pasatiempos: "[Jugar] golf,
tenis y pescar".
¿Cuáles son tus metas a
futuro? "Terminar mi carrera,
hacer una maestría y después
regresar a México".
¿Cuál ha sido tu reto más
grande? "Adaptarme a nuevos
cambios: a una escuela y cultura diferente".
Si pudieras cambiar algo
de la universidad, ¿Qué
harías? "Que hubiera más
deportes".
¿Qué te gusta de la universidad? "El ambiente, los
maestros y las actividades que
se llevan a cabo".
Anécdota: "Cuando escalé
el Pico de Orizaba [en
Veracruz], al llegar me quedé
sin oxígeno y me desmayé. Me
dejó [de experiencia], que si tu
quieres algo muy grande, no
importa lo que te cueste pero
lógralo".

DIEGO LERMA/COLLEGIAN

El nuevo autobús del Departamento de Atletismo Intercolegial llegó a la universidad el miércoles. El autobús transportará a los atletas a los juegos y fue adquirido para satisfacer las
demandas de crecimiento del programa, ahora como parte de la Conferencia Río Rojo en la
Asociación Nacional Intercolegial de Atletismo. Daniel Huntley, el director del departamento, dijo que el autobús costó $110,000.

Sports
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First-m
match jitters grip Scorpions

ARATH LOPEZ/COLLEGIAN PHOTOS

The Scorpions rally before their opening game against
Houston Baptist University.
By Leo S. Zamarripa
Collegian Sports Editor

The jitterbug stung the
Scorpions in their first match as
a National Association of
Intercollegiate Athletics team,
causing them to lose three of
four games to Red River
Conference
powerhouse

Houston Baptist University.
But the UTB/TSC Volleyball
Team gained more than it lost
at the South Padre Island
Tournament it hosted Aug. 2526, defeating the Universidad
Autónoma de Tampico, 31-29,
30-18,
30-19;
HoustonTillotson University, 30-12, 3010, 30-10; and the Tecnológico

Outside hitter Bridgette Longoria goes up for a kill against Houston Baptist University as her
teammates look on.
de Monterrey, 30-22, 30-21,
and 30-19.
"We had the jitters, it was
our first game," outside hitter
Katie Japp said about facing
Houston Baptist. "We lost to
them once; we're not going to
lose to them again."
The Scorpions will use their
loss as motivation for a confer-

ence match Oct. 14 at the
Houston Baptist tournament.
They held their own in the
second game on the Island,
winning 22-30, but fell short in
three games, 30-12, 30-26, and
30-19.
First-year Head Volleyball
Coach Bruce Atkinson admitted facing Houston Baptist, the

seventh-ranked NAIA team in
the nation, was a great experience for his young team.
"I'm glad we faced them,"
Atkinson said. "I wanted the
girls to see what NAIA competition would be like. This tournament allowed us to play a lot
of games. ... As we played
more, our chemistry built up."

WHAT?
A student scholarship drive.

WHERE & WHEN?
Welcome and celebration weigh-in at the Scorpion Body Shop scheduled
noon to 1 p.m. Sept. 14. TEAM CAPTAINS’ MEETING at noon Sept. 13
in the Student Union. Competition runs Sept. 14 to Dec. 1.

WHO?
The event is open to faculty, staff and student employees. Teams consist of five individuals (Men’s, Women’s and Co-Ed).
FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT:

ALBERT MARTINEZ (982-0172),
DOUG STOVES (882-8794) OR
VINCE SOLIS (882-5178)

Free Agents are welcome to sign up.

WHY?
Prizes will be awarded to the team with the highest combined percentage
of fat loss and to the individual with the highest percentage of fat loss.

FREE MEMBERSHIP TO THE SCORPION BODY SHOP FOR FACULTY AND STAFF PARTICIPANTS
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Bachelor of Week
Emmanuel Guerrero

GRACIELA SALAZAR/COLLEGIAN

Age: 18
Classification: Freshman
Major: Mechanical engineering
Zodiac sign: Sagittarius
Do you regret anything from
your past? "No."
What is your dream? "To become a
successful engineer."
Would you like to live in another
country? If so, which? "Yes, China
because I like Chinese food and that is
the most beautiful country."
What is your favorite color?
"Black."
Are you in love? "No."
Have you ever cried for someone
you loved? "Yes."
Do you believe in love at first
sight? "Yes, because they've told me
that supposedly when it's love at first
sight, it's because in another life they
have met."
What type of music do you listen
to? "All kinds."
What are your weaknesses?
"Fear of heights and roller coasters."
What would you change about
yourself? "Nothing."
Do you think you're attractive?
"Yes."
If you could be another person,
who would you be? "My father."
What do you look for in the
opposite sex? "A nice girl, good personality, funny and pretty eyes.
What is your ideal woman? "For
her to be like me in personality, cool.
[Someone] who likes to go out and has a
good [sense of] humor."
Describe your first kiss. "I stole
it."
Do you have a good luck charm?
"I don't believe in that."
Do you believe in premarital
sex? "Yes."
Do you still talk to your ex-girlfriends? Why or why not? "Yes, we
are good friends."
How long do you typically take
to dress? "Ten minutes."
What's the first thing you think
about in the morning when you
wake up? "I don't want to go to school
today."
Who was your first love? "My exgirlfriend."
Free association quiz:
Love: "True love."
Lies: "White."
Piercing: "Tongue and lips."
Turn offs: "Butt crack."
Friendship: "Confidence."
--Compiled by Graciela Salazar

Parking
Continued from page 1
es this fall. "[A parking permit]
should just about assure you that
you're going to have a spot, but
it doesn't."
The number of parking spaces
increased by 1,300 when the
Education
and
Business
Complex opened in Fall 2005.
"We solved our major parking
problem for the next three or
four years when we paved [a
new lot] across from the new
Education
and
Business
Complex," said Wayne Moore,
interim vice president for
Administration and Partnership
Affairs. "We added 1,300
spaces. Those are not full yet."
He said the university's
Master Plan puts parking spaces
on the perimeter of campus, so
"that we have a pedestrian campus."
"It makes getting around campus a lot better and a lot easier,"
he said.
Moore said there is enough
parking.
"We have parking spaces on
campus all the time. It's just that
people want to park right next to
their building, and there's no
way you can do that," he said.
"All campuses have this problem
of everybody wanting to park
next to the door where they go in
and it's just almost impossible."
He said UTB/TSC is a linear
campus.
"It seems long, especially to
those of us who were here when
it only went to Rusteberg [Hall].
I measured--from the courtyard
in the Education and Business
Complex … to Tandy [Hall] is
six-tenths of a mile."
Moore said UTB/TSC is in the

process of buying more residential lots on Jackson Street to
build more parking lots.
"We have a real estate person
who sees if people are interested
[in selling]," Moore said. "If
they're interested, we appraise
their property and if they want to
sell to us for an appraised or
negotiated amount, we buy the
property."
One Jackson Street resident
said he does not mind the university expanding into his neighborhood but will not sell his
property.
"They should have more parking instead of new buildings,"
said the man who would only
identify himself as Ed. "They've
got plenty of land on the other
side too."
Ed has lived on Jackson Street
since 1965.
Others are not as adamant
about staying in the neighborhood in which they grew up.
"If they pay me well, I will
sell," said another resident who
would only identify himself as
Juan.
A chart provided by Campus
Police Chief Juan Cardoza
showed there are 3,949 student
and general parking spaces on
campus.
Recently, however, six parking spaces in front of South Hall
were removed to make way for
landscape planting, leaving a
total of 3,943 parking spaces.
"In that area, we have no
trees," Physical Plant Director
Abraham Hernandez said. "We
are in the process of planting oak
trees--seven trees--but only six
took parking spots."
As of Aug. 28, Campus Police
had issued 3,360 parking permits, the majority to students.

ELIZABETH A. PEREZ/COLLEGIAN

Six general parking spaces in front of Cardenas Hall
South have been reverted to green space to accommodate
oak trees. The trees will be planted in two to three weeks,
Physical Plant Director Abraham Hernandez said.
Chess
Continued from page 2
Winning the tournament would
have given Estrada the title of
Woman International Master.
Estrada still has high hopes.

"I know I'm going to get better
as a chess player, especially
because the new coach will help
me improve my game during the
year," she said. "My goal is to be
an International Master by [the
age of] 20."

The Collegian
MySpace
Continued from page 1
mation security analyst for the
University of Texas at San
Antonio, said he would not consider increasing bandwidth so
students could use MySpace.
"Everybody gets so much
space, I mean that's just the way
it is," Torres said. "If it exceeds
it, the [university can say] 'Hey,
you're using too much space,
we're going to charge you more.
To have to pay [more] money for
MySpace? That's a little ridiculous."
He said UTSA is considering
blocking MySpace.com.
"It's not necessarily because
people use it," Torres said. "It's

[that] the popularity of MySpace
has increased dramatically over
the last year. … Worms, exploits
[and] viruses … [go] over email, and since technology has
evolved among those kinds of
materials, people are trying to
figure other ways to infect computers … and one of the major
changes we've seen happen in
Malware and Spyware is using
MySpace to do so."
Torres said the computer
viruses endanger the university
files.
The Collegian also contacted
UT-El Paso, UT-Austin and UTPan American for comment, but
as of press time Thursday, none
had responded.

Club Spotlight

COURTESY PHOTO

Members of the Girls' Soccer Club include (front row,
from left) Dora Maldonado, vice president; Janie
Gutierrez, secretary; Vanessa Flores; and Luisa
Medrano. Second row: Jessica Montiel, Cindy Herrera,
Gaby Murillo and Tatiana Treviño, treasurer. Third
row: Ruben Maldonado, coach; Ruby Montiel, president; Lizette Garcia; and Ana Perez, sponsor.
Name: Girls' Soccer Club
Purpose: To promote
women's soccer on campus.
Established: Fall 2004
President: Ruby Montiel
Vice President: Dora
Maldonado
Secretary: San Juanita
Gutierrez
Treasurer: Tatiana Treviño
Coaches: Victor Maldonado
and Ruben Maldonado
Sponsor: Ana Perez
Events: Soccer tournaments,
Scorpion Body Shop co-ed
tournament.
Community Service:
Volunteering at the university's
Posada and Pastorela.
Meetings: 2 p.m. every

Friday in the Student Union's
Sala starting Sept. 1.
Requirements: Must be a
UTB/TSC female student with
a 2.0 grade point average or
higher.
Dues: None
For more information: call
Montiel at 346-3965 or send
an e-mail to
ballluv10@yahoo.com
If you would like your student organization featured in
the Club Spotlight, call
Collegian club reporter Maria
Durón at 882-5143 or send her
an e-mail at
collegian@utb.edu.
--Compiled by Maria Durón
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UT Board
of Regents
Student Regent
Position
In 2005, the 79th Texas Legislature authorized the Governor to
appoint a nonvoting student regent for each university or university system. To aid the Governor in his selection, the chancellor
of each university system must recommend students based on
applications submitted by each president on behalf of the institution's student government organization.
UTB/TSC students are encouraged to apply before the institutional deadline of 12 p.m. September 22, 2006.
Applications can be picked up and dropped off in North Hall
122B or in Student Union 2.28. The Student Government
Association will approve 5 students on September 28, 2006.
Download the application
by visiting the SGA Website
(www.sga.utb.edu).
It is important that you read up on the duties
and responsibilities before committing to the
application process.
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